
From The President 

COVID 19 has well and truly impacted us all!  Those of you staying at home and out of harms way, coping with isolation 

and missing family and friends, keep up the effort and well done. Those of you still working, congratulations and keep up 

the good work. We hope our calls by staff are providing a welcome and enjoyable distraction whilst at home. We are doing 

the calls just to touch base with our Members and see if any assistance or support is needed. The services we normally 

provide to our Veteran members, we are expanding to ALL members during this crisis. If you need us, we are here to as-

sist. We have staff in the office, 9am to 5pm seven days a week, so just call 5962 5017. 

We wait and hope that soon Government restrictions will begin to be lifted in Victoria, as in other States. Sadly for us we 

are likely to be the last group of businesses to be re opened as we fall into the Pubs & Clubs category.  Tentatively we are 

planning for an August/September staged re openning, all going well. But just in case, we will be ready for an earlier 

opening. Either way we expect it to be staged over months with strict social distancing and cleaning requirements. 

Our business has suffered significantly in this crisis, as have most who have had to completely shut down. We anticipate losing around $2.5 

million dollars. Even with the Government support mechanisms, we still may have to borrow to re open. We are expecting it take us a number 

of years to recover. Our Manager, Gary, and the RSL Team are up to the task of making us a thriving members club again. 

Since the March 23 closure our staff have been busy winding down operations in the venue, removing stock, cleaning everything and making 

minor repairs. We have a number of projects staff are working on either in the venue or at home such as cataloguing our memorabilia and 

reviewing and revising our procedures. Fortunately we have been able to place 16 of our 19 staff on the 

JobKeeper program. The Essential Caterer, who run our kitchen, have been able to retain a couple of our 

Chefs on JobKeeper and are working out of their Bayswater premises. We are advertising their Take Away 

menu that you can order and pick up at the RSL or get delivered. I encourage you to support them as 

they, like us, struggle to make path through this crisis. 

Unfortunately we had to cancel some great traditions of the RSL, like ANZAC day. Also our 100 year Anni-

versary celebration, the Centenary Ball however we will work hard to deliver this in 2021. 

We recently lost a past President of our RSL, Mr John Oldfield. Sadly we are unable to collectively com-

memorate his service to the 

RSL. Our thoughts and sympa-

thy are with Judith and family. 

Keep safe and I  look forward to 

seeing you all when we re open.      

Brian Luscombe 

Frontline 
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cancelled as you would have been 

aware. Never the less, wreaths 

were placed at both our memorial 

and in the main street at the Memo 

Hall. The last post could be heard 

throughout the town as many fami-

lies did their driveway commemora-

tions. We thank you all for your 

observance of this solemn day.  

Support Services  may be accessed 

by all returned and serving, De-

fence Services, personnel and their 

families but  during the Covid 19 

crisis, we are extending that assis-

tance to all our members! 

We have  a wide range of sup-

port options from help with DVA, 

legal and financial advice to 

crisis counselling, mobility aids, 

transport to medical appoint-

ments, home help and even 

Movie & Music DVD loans.   

Our Support Officers are always 

available to confidentially talk 

and assist 7 days a week. 

Just call 5962 5017  9am-5pm 

VALE - Lest We Forget 
Mr J.R. Oldfield 

Past President 

News  

Over Easter we thought we 

would try and brighten our 

Service & Affiliate members 

day in isolation by dropping off 

some Easter eggs. With limited 

staff and under very difficult 

Corona 19 isolation condi-

tions, staff packaged and hand 

delivered as many Easter 

packs as we possible. We apol-

ogise to those we were weren't 

able to get to.  

ANZAC Day dawn service and 

parade with main service was 



Some years ago your Committee developed a strategic plan for Healesville  RSL. The plan set a path for us to follow  

in order to be the best we could be in delivering services and facilities to our Veterans and our Members up to the 

year 2040. We thought you might be interested to see our plan and why we make the decisions we do. 
Strategic Plan 

Work has been slowly progressing on the installation of the Cogeneration Plant since the shutdown. 

 

The earthworks have been completed, the two containers put in place. One housing the gas powered generators 

and electrical system and one housing the heating/cooling system. The large bank of fans on the roof of the 

heating/cooling container has been installed and prepared ready for testing as has the ducting and ceiling pan-

els inside the building. Electric cabling to the mains switchboard is installed and approved.  

 

We are now waiting on the Gas meter to be installed and some final preparations in the Generator container 

before testing can begin. We are planning to have the system operational during the shutdown so that when we 

re open it will simply be a matter of ramping up the generators. 

 

When social distancing allows, we will advise you of a members & neighbors “Open Day” so that you may inspect 

this amazing facility that will provide reliable power and save us thousands of dollars a year. 
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