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From The President 
 

Winter is upon us, and as we strive to stay warm, the RSL has put together a terrific winter newsletter to 

catch up on all the goings on at your RSL. First of all our ANZAC day services and ANZAC appeal. Despite 

the Covid restrictions both went really well. With the Dawn and Main commemorative services being 

restricted in numbers we invited our Service and Affiliate members to attend, which they did. Sadly not 

everyone could attend and I thank all our members for their understanding and support. Lets hope that 

next year it will be our traditional Community ANZAC event that we all love and appreciate. We raised 

close to $10,000 through the sale of ANZAC badges and peoples generous donations. All of this money 

goes to assisting our Veterans and their families so again I thank you all for your wonderful support.  

In November we have the Remembrance Day services and we expect, fingers crossed, that will be as normal. This year, it will 

be a bit different however as we are going to include a weeks long celebration of our 100+1 year of being an RSL with the 

centerpiece being the Remembrance day commemorative service. We missed the 2020 Commemorative Ball we had 

planned so this November we will have a range of events and activities for Veterans, our Members and our Community to 

mark the 100+1 years of our existence in Healesville. Some of the things planned are a Veterans Dinner, a Comedy night 

with comedian Dave Hughes, a Band night, a WW2 Morning Melodies and more. Our Spring Newsletter in September will 

have all the details. 

We held an Ordinary General Meeting on May 26th to pass minor administrative changes to our Sub Branch Rules and to determine who our 

Sub Branch would vote for in the election of RSL Victoria’s Vice President and Executive Committee election at the RSL State Conference in 

July. For those interested, a copy of the Healesville RSL Sub Branch Rules are available. Just make a request at reception. 

As we advised earlier in the year we changed our Members Draw to entry by members who attend 

the venue on a Monday or Tuesday. Those that do, go into the draw to win $500 worth of points. 

As well as an entry into the draw when you swipe your card you get another entry for each pur-

chase you make. So more purchases, means more entries, means the more chances to win. Since 

the changes we have  had 8 lucky members who have enjoyed spending their points. Remember 

this is only for Healesville RSL members and is guaranteed to go off every week. So be sure to 

come in on a Monday or Tuesday. 

Congratulations to all the Mum’s out there. With mothers day just passed we had a wonderful day in the Club with 

the Bistro fully booked out for lunch and the evening almost fully booked. With raffle prizes and a free glass of cham-

pers to celebrate our wonderful mums it was a great day. 

Whilst things are slowly getting back to some normalcy, albeit “Covid Normal”, we still have social distancing to manage and the possibility of 

short term lockdowns or reinstatement of restricted numbers to contend with and plan for.  In addition we know that the numbers of mem-

bers and guests visiting are still not back to pre Covid levels. With this in mind we are trying to manage what we do and how we do it to mini-

mise the risk to our business. Things like keeping our menu at a minimal level to avoid the wastage costs if we do have to close, keeping our 

beverage stock levels low, not doing courtesy bus pick ups and maintaining “online take-away” food ordering (try it next time you fancy a 

parma!).  So we appreciate your patience and understanding when, at present,  we are unable to provide you with the same great services 

you had pre covid. 

Lastly, please ensure you use the QR code when you come to the RSL. It is a Government requirement to enable rapid 

contact tracing and as we have just seen in the Northern suburbs of Melbourne, a Covid outbreak can occur anytime. We 

have a lot of visitors from other clubs from all over Melbourne so we just never know if we might be impacted. So use the 

QR Codes that are placed right around the venue. 

Keep safe and I look forward to seeing you all in the club.      

Brian Luscombe 
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ANZAC DAY SERVICES 

Covid restrictions restricted the number of people we 

could have safely attend both the main and dawn ser-

vices.  

We arranged, by invitation only, for our Service and 

Affiliate members to attend either of the services inside 

the venue. 

We were pleased that the Dawn service was fully 

booked to capacity and the main service almost fully 

booked.  

Whilst it was unfortunate that we could not commemo-

rate at the RSL Memorial or hold a parade and service 

at the Memo, it was good to be able to a commemora-

tion at all. 

It made a change to be in the warmth of the RSL bistro 

for the wreath laying, speeches followed by the tradi-

tional Gunfire breakfast.  

Let us hope that next year we will be back to our nor-

mal Healesville RSL Commemorative Services. 

We thank everyone for their understanding and sup-

port with this years services. 
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Healesville Support Services   

Are you or a loved one feeling lonely or just 

need someone to talk to?  

Our Veteran support staff are available to drop 

in and have a chat or arrange assistance that 

suits you.  

Did you know that we have a range of home 

and personal aids available for veterans to bor-

row. From walking frames, wheelchairs, walking 

sticks and crutches to lounge chairs that aid in 

standing up.   

If you need something to assist life at home or 

would like to talk things over, Our Support Offic-

ers are always available to confidentially talk 

and assist 7 days a week. 

Just call 5962 5017  11am-5pm 

We also have a wide range of support options 

from help with DVA, legal and financial advice 

to crisis counselling, mobility aids, transport to 

medical appointments, home help and even 

Movie & Music DVD loans.   

Healesville RSL’s Oldest Veteran, Mr Roy Clarke 

(102 years), recently enjoyed reminiscing about 

his time in the RAAF as a signals operator dur-

ing World War 2, when shown a portable 

“Morse Code” transmitter.  

Roy tapped out a “calling all stations” message 

and said he would have to come in to the RSL 

to give an exhibition of how it worked.   

During WW2 Roy was stationed on Groote Is-

land intercepting and translating Japanese 

morse code messages for General MacAthur’s 

Command HQ in Australia. 

The transmitter was a donation to 

Healesville from RSL member Mrs 

Jane Judd on behalf of the late Mr 

James “Fred” Lemmings.  

DVA News 

50th anniversary of Operation Ivanhoe and the Battle of Nui Le, Vietnam will be marked 

by a National Commemorative Service on 20 September in Canberra. 

More support for older veterans and their families in residential aged care. Older veter-

ans and their families will receive increased support through the Budget 2021-22 with 

$246 million to improve the care delivered to veterans and their families through main-

stream in-home and residential aged care. As part of this measure, the Government is 

providing $22.7 million to ensure the 17,000 DVA clients living in residential aged care 

facilities are able to access allied health, aids and appliances through DVA card arrange-

ments, just as they did when they were living in their own home. Currently, only those 

clients classified as requiring low level care can access these DVA-funded services.  

 

On 18 August, we commemorate Vietnam 

Veterans' Day on the anniversary of the Battle 

of Long Tan in 1966.  

We remember the sacrifices of those who died 

and say thank you to almost 60,000 Australi-

ans who served during the 10 years of our 

involvement in the Vietnam War.  

Yarra Glen RSL will be proud hosts of this 

years Yarra Valley Vietnam Veterans Service. 

VALE - Lest We Forget 
 

Mrs Pearl Gamble — Service 



 

QR Code 

All people entering the venue must use the QR Code check in system. This is a Govern-

ment requirement. Members can then swipe their card or just use it for purchases in the 

venue. Guests must use the QR system. If your guest does not have a mobile phone capa-

ble of doing the QR code then they may sign in using the license sign in at the reception 

desk. Any queries then please ask our staff. 

 

Bistro 

We have had some questions about our menu going back to normal. For the foreseeable 

future the menu will stay as a standard menu with all your favorites. Each week , howev-

er, a “special” menu will accompany the main menu. The special will offer a changing 

selection of entrée, main and dessert for your enjoyment.  

 

Big Screen TV 

You may have noticed that we have purchased some Big 75 inch TV’s for the Gallipoli 

Lounge. We had a couple of older, smaller TV’s die and so we upgraded and moved some 

around to different locations. 

 

Pool Table 

Those that have been in recently would have seen the Pool table moved from the Gallipoli 

Lounge to the Quarter Deck. With new above table lighting the table is getting much more 

use by patrons other than the Tuesday night Pool Competition. 

 

Carparking 

At the end of June our carparking spaces will be increased as we remove the temporary 

outdoor seating area. This area was only introduced as a temporary support for hospitali-

ty business’s to assist in increasing their venue numbers reduced because of social dis-

tancing. At the removal of this area the “Smoking” area will return to the Quarter Deck at 

the TAB end and the plastic screens used. 

 

Bus Trips 

You will see elsewhere in the newsletter that our regular Social Bus outings have re-

turned. You will need to reserve your seat. If we have sufficient numbers and interest we 

will run trips on different days/weeks to accommodate. So don’t be put off if our Bus is 

full. Its only a 12 seater. Please put in an expression of interest 

 

Social Groups 

All our social groups are back and enjoying the venue and each others company again. 

Bridge, Mahjong, U3A French, Thursday Day Club, RSL Golf, Pool Competition, Footy Tip-

ping and Bingo. So come along and enjoy. Ask at reception for details. Again, if we have 

enough interest from members we will expand the activities. 

MEMBER NEWS 

UNFORTUNATELY WE WIL BE INCREASING PRICES OF  

SOME FOOD & BEVERAGES ITEMS DURING JUNE. 

OUR SUPPLIERS ARE INCREASING THEIR PRICES CIT-

ING TRANSPORT, MATERIALS AND WAGE COST IN-

CREASES.                                                                      

WE WILL DO OUR BEST TO MINIMISE THE IMPACT. 

March 2021 

Page 3 Frontline 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Healesville RSL member 

Geoff Groat, winner of the Keno promotion 

during April.  

Geoff won the Golf bag, umbrella, cap, towel 

and golf balls.  

That should help lower Geoff’s handicap!  

The Lee-Enfield takes its name from the 

designer of the rifle's bolt system—

James Paris Lee—and the factory in 

which it was designed—the Royal Small 

Arms Factory in Enfield. 

 

In Australia, Canada, New Zealand, 

Southern Africa and India the rifle 

became known simply as the “.303"! 

 

The Lee-Enfield bolt-action, magazine-

fed, repeating rifle was the main firearm 

used by the military forces of the British 

Empire and Commonwealth during the 

first half of the 20th century.  

 

It was the British Army's standard rifle 

from its official adoption in 1895 until 

1957. 

 

This hand turned “Jarrah” timber barrel 

replica .303 calibre pen was made by 

Yarra Glen Men’s Shed and can be 

refilled with Parker refills. 

 

PURCHASE FROM THE BAR 

FOR JUST 

$49.99 
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STARTS 

15  

March 
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Members Discounts 
Members receive more Rewards points for every item 

purchased in the Bar and Bistro. 
 

MORE POINTS = MORE TO SPEND 
 

Weekly promotion discounts as well as a range of  
other “Members Only” exclusive offers. 

 
Entry into the Members Cash Draw when you swipe and 

purchase on any Monday or Tuesday. 
Guaranteed to go off every week and you don’t have to 

in the venue to win! 
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RSL TAKE AWAY   

BOOK ONLINE OR CALL 5962 5017 





 

MEMBERS  SPECIALS 
Service, Affiliate & Social 

 
 Toasted Sandwich   $4.50 
 
 Coffee, Tea, Hot Choc.  $4.00 
 
 Assorted Muffin   $3.50  
  
 Milk Shake   $6.50 
 
 Iced Chocolate   $6.50 
 
 Iced Coffee   $6.50 
 
 Poppys Sauv Blanc gls $8.00 
 
 Prosecco Mimosa  $8.00 
 
  






